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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Per claims 4, 12, and 18, while it is known in the art to provide a method of 
treating wastewater including at least two tanks with a dual-use recirculation pump 
receiving mixed liquor from each tank and returning the mixed liquor to a jet located 
above the tanks, wherein mixed liquor from the two tanks may be recycled (see, for 
example, US Pat No 4,767,537 to Davis), and it is known in the art to provide a deep 
tank with a dual-use pump withdrawing mixed liquor from the deep tank and returning 
the water to a sparger located Within the tank and wherein a clarifier is connected to the 
deep tank (see, for example, US Pat No 3,772,187 to Othmer), in the examiner's 
opinion, the prior art fails to teach or fairly suggest combining the prior art such that at 
least 100% of the input rate from a downstream tank is returned to a jet manifold 
disposed within an upstream tank placed in series with a downstream tank, wherein 
each tank is a deep tank and mixed liquor is withdrawn and fed to the upstream tank in 
the recited manner. Further, it is noted that Othmer would appear to teach away from 
using a jet mixer within the single deep tank of Othmer as Othmer discloses that 
turbulence within the tank should be avoided and Davis would appear to teach away 
from placing the parallel tanks of Davis in series as the tanks of Davis must be in 
parallel in order to simultaneously receive feed. The instant invention provides the 
advantage of increasing mixing efficiency and providing a high nitrate recycle rate while 
avoiding the use of multiple pumps and mechanical connections. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fred Prince whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1 165. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 6:30-4:00; alt. 
Fridays 6:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on (571) 272-1166. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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